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Chapter  Eleven 


On  Allah’s  Mercy  for  Animals, 
Birds  and  Other  Creatures 
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76/1.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  the  Prophet  ^ said, 

“Once,  there  was  a panting  dog  near  a well  and  it  was  on  the  verge 
of  death  due  to  severe  thirst.  A prostitute  from  the  Children  of  Israel 
saw  it  and  she  took  off  her  shoe,  filled  it  with  water  and  gave  the  dog 
drink.  As  a result  she  was  forgiven.” 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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77/2.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  cUmar  |t,  the  Prophet  £ said, 

Once,  a woman  entered  the  Hellfire  due  to  a cat  that  she  kept  tied 
up.  She  neither  fed  it  nor  set  it  free  so  that  it  could  eat  of  the  vermin 
of  the  earth.” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 


6 Set  forth  by  ‘al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Musaqat  [Watering],  Ch.: 
“The  Virtue  of  Providing  Water,”  2:834  §2236;  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al- 
Salam  [Salutations],  Ch.:  “The  Unlawfulness  of  Killing  Cats,”  4:1760  §2242. 

77  Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  Bad’u  al-kbalq  [On  the  Beginning 
of  Creation],  Ch.:  “There  are  Five  Injurious  Animals  that  may  be  Killed  in  the 
Sacred  Precint,”  2.T20 5 §3140;  ‘Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunati:  Bk.:  al-Zuhd  [The 
Renunciation],  Ch.:  “On  Repentance,”  2:1421  §4256;  ‘‘Abd  al-Razzaq  in  al- 
Musannaf,  11:284  §20549. 


183 


1 84  I ISLAM  on  Mercy  and  Compassion 


5J5  J jbJl  oUS  : jli  -til  0*  & yA  ^ T ^VA 


78/3.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Jt,  Allah’s  Messenger  &.  said, 

“Once,  a woman  entered  the  Hellfire  due  to  a cat  that  she  kept  tied 
up.  She  neither  fed  it  nor  set  it  free  so  that  it  could  eat  of  the  vermin  of 
the  earth,  so  it  died  of  starvation.” 

Reported  by  Muslim. 
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79/4.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  the  Messenger  of  Allah  & said, 


7*  Narrated  by  -Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  a/-B«rr  u«  al-sila  wa  al-Adab 
[Piety,  Familial  Integration  and  Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “The  Unlawfulness  o 
Tormenting  Cats  and  other  Non-injurious  Animals,”  4:2.1 10  §2.619. 

7?  Set  forth  by  -al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Musaqat  [The  Watering], 
chapter,  “The  Virtue  of  Providing  Water,”  1:833  S**34,  and  m Bk.:  al- 
Mazalim  wa  al-ghasb  [On  Oppression  and  Wrongful  Seizure  of  Land],  chapter, 
“Allowing  Wells  on  Pathways  as  long  as  They  Do  not  Cause  Inconveniance, 
2-870  §2334;  -Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Jihad  [The  Striving],  chapter, 
“The  Commands  Pertaining  to  the  Riding  of  Animals  and  Beasts  of  Burden, 
z:i8  §2550;  -Malik  in  al-Muwatta\  2:929  §1661 
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“While  a man  was  walking  he  felt  thirsty  and  went  down  a well  and 
drank  water  from  it.  On  coming  out  of  it,  he  saw  a dog  panting  and 
licking  mud  because  of  excessive  thirst.  The  man  said  (within  himself), 
‘This  (dog)  is  suffering  from  the  same  agonizing  thirst  I did.  So  he 
(went  down  the  well),  filled  his  leather  socks  with  water,  caught  hold 
of  it  with  his  teeth,  climbed  up  and  watered  the  dog.  Allah  appreciated 
his  (good)  deed  and  forgave  him.  The  people  asked,  O Messenger  of 
Allah!  Is  there  a reward  for  us  in  serving  (the)  animals?  He  replied, 
‘Yes,  there  is  a reward  for  serving  any  animate.’” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl  and  Malik. 
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80/5.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

“Once  there  was  a severely  thirsty  man  walking  on  a path.  (As  he 
was  walking)  he  happened  on  a well,  went  down  and  drank  from  it. 
As  he  came  out,  he  noticed  a panting  dog  licking  the  wet  earth  due  to 
severe  thirst.  The  man  said  (to  himself),  ‘This  dog  is  just  as  thirsty  as  I 
was,’  and  he  went  down,  filled  his  leather  sock  with  water  and  held  it 


80  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Salam  [The  Salutations],  chapter, 
“On  Giving  Food  and  Water  to  Honoured  Animals,”  4:1761  §2244;  ‘Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Mnsnad,  2:375,  5J7>  52-1  §§§886l>  io7io> 1 °76 zi  *Abu  Dawud 
in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Jikad  [The  Striving],  chapter,  “The  Commands  Pertaining 
to  the  Riding  of  Animals  and  Beasts  of  Burden  ” 2:28  §2550;  *Ibn  ibban  m 
al-Sahih,  4:185  §7595;  ‘al-NawawI  in  Sharh  Sahtb  Muslim,  14:242. 
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in  his  mouth  until  he  climbed  up  and  made  the  dog  drink  it.  Allah  was 
gracious  for  his  action  and  forgave  him.”  The  Companions  asked, 
“O  Messenger  of  Allah!  Are  we  rewarded  for  our  kind  treatment  we 
extend  to  animals?”  He  replied,  “Yes,  (goodness  done  to)  everything 
that  has  a functioning  liver  (i.e.,  is  animate,)  is  rewarded.” 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad. 
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81/6.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  JL,  the  Prophet  ^ said, 

“A  prostitute  saw  a dog  moving  around  a well  on  a hot  day  and 
hanging  out  its  tongue  because  of  thirst.  She  drew  water  for  it  in  her 
leather  socks  (and  made  it  drink).  She  was  pardoned  (for  this  act  of 
hers).” 


Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad,  Abu  Ya'la  and  Ibn  ibban. 
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82/7.  According  to  Abu  Umama  J,,  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 


Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahtb:  Bk.:  al-Salam  [The  Salutations],  chapter, 
“On  Giving  Food  and  Water  to  Honoured  Animals,”  4:1761  §2245;  •Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:507  §10591;  •Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 10:423 
§6035;  ®Ibn  ibban  in  al-Sabth , 2:110  §386. 

Set  forth  by  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mu  jam  al-kablr , 8:234  §7915;  •al-Bayhaql 
in  Sbtfab  al-iman , 7:482  §11070;  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Adab  al-mufrad , 1:138 
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“Whoever  shows  mercy,  even  when  slaughtering  a sparrow,  Allah 
will  show  mercy  to  him  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection.” 

Reported  by  al-Tabaranl,  al-Bayhaql  and  al-Bukharl  in  al-Adab 
al-mufrad . According  to  al-Haythami,  “Al-Tabaranl  reported  it 
with  authentic  sources.” 
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83/8.  According  to  Ibn  cUmar 

“The  Holy  Prophet  0 cursed  the  one  who  mutilates  animals.” 
Reported  by  al-Bukharl  and  al-Nasa'I. 
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84/9.  According  to  Ibn  'Umar  •$>, 

“He  passed  by  some  people  who  had  fixed  a chicken  in  the  ground 
and  were  practising  archery  on  it.  He  said:  ‘Indeed  Allah’s  Messenger 
has  cursed  the  one  who  mutilates  animals.’” 

Reported  by  Ahmad. 
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8 3 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-DhabaHh  wa  al-Sayd 
[Slaughtering  and  Hunting],  chapter,  “The  prohibition  of  mutilation  of  live 
animals,”  5:2100  §5196;  •al-Nasa5I  in^Z-S^mm;  Bk.:  al-Dahaya  [Slaughtering], 
chapter,  “The  prohibition  setting  up  animals  in  a cage  as  a target,  7:238 
§4442;  •al-Dariml  in  al-Sunan , 2:113  §1973;  #Ibn  ibban  in  al-Sahth , 12:434 

§5617. 

84  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:13  §4622. 
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85/10.  According  to  SaTd  b.  Jubayr 

“I  was  once  treading  a road  in  Medina  in  the  company  of  Ibn 
cUmar  £§>  when  we  saw  some  boys  shooting  arrows  at  a chicken  tied  as 
a target.  So  Ibn  cUmar  said:  ‘Who  has  done  it?’  (Hearing  this)  the 
boys  dispersed.  He  said:  ‘Indeed,  Allah’s  Messenger  Jl.  has  cursed  the 
one  who  mutilates  animals.”5 

Reported  by  al-Dariml.  According  to  al-  akim,  this  is  an 
authentic  tradition  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of 
Shaykhayn. 


86/n.  According  to  Hisham  b.  Zayd, 

“Anas  & and  I went  to  see  al-Hakam  b.  Ayyub  and  (upon  entering) 
Anas  Jk  saw  some  boys  or  lads  who  had  set  up  a chicken  and  were 


85  Set  forth  by  •al-Darimi  in  al-Sunan , 2:113  §*973;  *al-  akim  in  al - 
Mustadrak , 4:261  §7575;  •Abu  Nu'aym  in  ilya  al-Awliya\  4:296. 

86  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Dhaba'ih  wa  al-sayd 


[Sacrificial  Animals  and  Game],  Ch.:  “The  Offensiveness  of  Cutting  Parts 
of  Living  Animals  or  Seizing  Them  for  Targeting,”  5:2100  §5194;  •Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnady  3:171  §12769;  *Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al - 
Dahdya  [Sacrificial  Animals],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Seizing  Animals  for 
Targeting  and  the  Order  to  Slaughter  Gently,”  3:100  §2816;  •al-Bayhaql  in 
al-Sunan  al-kubra , 9:86  §17908. 
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shooting  arrows  at  it.  Anas  said,  The  Prophet  0 forbade  tying  up 
animals  so  that  they  could  be  shot  and  killed.’” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 
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87/12.  It  is  reported  that  Ibn  cUmar  jSjL  went  to  see  Yahya  b.  Sacld  and 
saw  one  of  Yahya’s  boys  targeting  stones  at  a chicken  that  was  tied  up. 
Ibn  cUmar  walked  over  to  the  chicken,  untied  it,  and  brought  both  the 
chicken  and  the  young  boy  to  Yahya  b.  Sacld  and  said, 

“You  must  forbid  your  son  to  tie  up  this  bird  and  kill  it,  for  I heard 
the  Prophet  0.  prohibit  the  tying  up  of  animals  and  killing  them.” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 
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87  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Dhaba'ih  wa  al-sayd 
[Slaughtered  Animals  and  Game],  Ch.:  “The  Offensiveness  of  Cutting  Parts  of 
Living  Animals  and  Seizing  Animals  for  Targeting,”  5:2100  §5195;  •Ahmad  b. 
Hanbal  in  al-Musnady  2:94  §5682;  •Abu  cAwana  in  al-Musnad , 5:53  §7765; 
•al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubray  9:334  §19268. 
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88/13.  According  to  Sacid  b.  Jubayr  j&, 

“I  was  once  in  the  company  of  Ibn  cUmar  ^ when  he  and  his 
companions  passed  by  some  young  men  or  a group  who  were  shooting 
arrows  at  a chicken  tied  as  a target.  When  they  saw  Ibn  Umar 
they  dispersed  and  Ibn  cUmar  called  out,  ‘Who  did  this?  Indeed,  the 
Prophet  0 cursed  the  one  who  does  this!’” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 
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89/14.  According  to  Sacld  b.  Jubayr  j&, 

“Once  Ibn  ‘Umar  ^ passed  by  a group  of  young  men  from  Quraysh 
who  were  shooting  arrows  at  a tied  bird.  Every  arrow  that  they  missed 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  owner  of  the  bird.  When  they  saw  Ibn 
cUmar  &,  they  dispersed.  He  exclaimed,  ‘Who  did  this?  May  Allah 
curse  whoever  did  this!  Indeed,  Allah’s  Messenger  0 cursed  the  one 


88  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-DhabaHh  wa  al-sayd  [The 
Slaughtered  Animals  and  Game],  Ch.:  “The  Offensiveness  of  Cutting  Parts 
of  Living  Animals  or  Seizing  Animals  for  Targeting,”  5:2100  §5196;  #Ibn  al- 
Saraya  in  Silah  al-mu'min  ft  al-du'a\  1:229  §412;  •al-Husaynl  in  al-Bayan  wa 
al-tacrlf ‘ 2:162  §1367;  •al-'Asqalanl  in  al-Wuqufcala  al-mawquf \ 1:105  §I34- 

89  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Sayd  wa  al-dhaba'ih  wa  ma 
yukaln  min  al-hayawan  [The  Hunting,  Slaughter  and  what  may  be  Eaten  of 
the  Animals],  Ch.:  “The  Forbiddance  of  Tying  the  Animal  and  Making  it  a 
Target  of  Arrows,”  3:1550  §1958;  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Sayd  [The 
Hunting],  Ch.:  “What  has  Come  to  Us  about  the  Offensiveness  of  Eating  the 
Animal  Killed  after  Trapping,”  4:72  §1475;  #al-NasaT  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al- 
Dahaya  [The  Sacrifices],  Ch.:  “The  Prohibition  of  Eating  the  Animal  Used  as 
a Target,”  7:239  §4444- 
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who  takes  a sentient  being  as  a target.”’ 

Reported  by  Muslim,  al-Tirmidhl  and  al-Nasa’T. 
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90/15.  According  to  cAbd  Allah 

“Once  we  were  with  Allah’s  Messenger  on  a journey  and  he  went 
to  relieve  himself.  (When  he  was  away)  we  saw  a sparrow  with  her  two 
young  hatchlings.  We  took  the  two  hatchlings  from  it,  and  (greatly 
upset)  she  came  and  began  to  spread  out  her  wings.  When  the  Prophet 
^ returned,  he  asked,  ‘Who  tormented  this  bird  by  taking  her  young 
ones?  Give  them  back  to  her.’  Also,  he  saw  an  anthill  that  we  had  set 
on  fire  and  said,  ‘Who  set  this  on  fire?’  When  we  told  him  that  we  did 
it,  he  said,  ‘It  is  not  fitting  for  anyone  to  punish  with  fire  save  the  Lord 
of  the  Fire.’” 

Reported  by  Abu  Dawud. 
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^ Set  forth  by  •Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Jihad  [Striving],  Ch.:  “ 
The  Offensiveness  of  Burning  the  Enemy  with  Fire,”  3:55  §1675,  and  in  Bk.: 
al-Adab  [Good  Manners],  Ch.:  “Killing  Small  Ants,”  4:367  §5268;  and  cited 
by  •al-Dhahabl  in  al-Kaba’ir,  1:206;  •al-Zayla'I  in  Nasb  al-raya,  3:407;  »al- 
NawawT  in  Riyatj.  al-salihtn , 367  §367. 
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91/16.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud  ^ 

“Once  when  we  were  on  a journey  with  Allah’s  Messenger  Jfk, 
we  passed  by  a tree  that  had  two  hatchlings  of  a lark  in  it  and  we 
took  them.  Afterwards,  the  sparrow  [mother]  went  to  the  Prophet  Jk, 
screaming.  The  Prophet  Jfk  asked,  ‘Who  tormented  this  bird  by  taking 
her  young  ones?’  When  we  told  him  that  we  did  it,  he  said,  ‘Give  them 
back  to  her.’” 


Reported  by  al-Hakim  and  al-Bayhaqi.  According  to  al-Hakim: 
“This  tradition  has  an  authentic  chain  of  transmission.” 
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92/17.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  J*,, 

“The  Prophet  0 dismounted  during  a journey  for  a break  and  went 
to  relieve  himself.  (Upon  returning,  he  found  that)  a man  set  an  ant 
colony  on  fire — one  that  was  either  on  the  ground  or  on  a tree.  Allah’s 
Messenger  said,  ‘Who  among  you  did  this?’  A man  from  them  said, 
‘I  did  it,  O Messenger  of  Allah.’  The  Prophet  Jk  said,  ‘Put  the  fire  out. 
Put  the  fire  out.”5 


Reported  by  Ahmad  and  according  to  al-Haythami,  Ahmad’s 
sources  are  authentic. 


91  Set  forth  by  •al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak : Bk.:  al-Dhaba'ih  [Slaughtered 
Animals],  Ch.:  “4:267  §7599;  •al-Bayhaq!  in  DalaHl  al-nubuwwa , 1:321;  #al- 
Hannad  in  al-Zuhd , 2:620  §1337;  #al-jazarl  in  al-Nihaya , 4:121. 

92  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 1:396  §3763;  •al-TayalisI 
in  al-Musnad , 1:46  §345;  •al-Fakihl  in  Akhbdr  Makka , 5:141;  •al-Haythami 
in  Majma c al-zawadd , 4:41. 


